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Climate system tips

Defogging windows - Switching on the
A/C compressor in combination with turn-
ing up the temperature control will acceler-
ate defogging. The recirculation switch
should be off.

Defrosting windshield - For maximum ef-
fect, turn the temperature control fully
clockwise and the air distribution control to
twelve o'clock. Increase the fan speed as
the air begins to warm up.

Heat plus fresh air - On a long winter drive,
cool air directed toward the face can help
fight drowsiness. Select the nine o’clock
position on the air distribution control and
adjust the center panel vent to suit.

A/C modulation - For maximum cooling,
engage both the A/C and recirculation
switches and select the seven o’clock po-
sition on the air distribution control.

The temperature control should be fully
counter clockwise to the blue spot. As the
desired comfort level is reached, switch the
air distribution to eight o’clock, disengage
the recirculation and adjust fan speed to
suit.

To maintain comfort on moderate days, add
heat to the outer vents by turning up the
temperature control part way. Direct the
fully cold air from the center vent toward the
rear, between the front seats, or close it
with the thumb wheel switch on the vent it-
self.
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Rust prevention

What causes rust?

Steel body panels of automobiles are sub-
ject to rusting whenever air and moisture
manage to penetrate the protective finish,
and body panels may rust through if the
process is unchecked. Rusting can occur
wherever water is trapped or where the
car’s panels are continuously damp. Dam-
age to paint and undercoating by stones,
gravel and minor accidents immediately ex-
poses metal to air and moisture. Road salts
used for de-icing will collect on the bottom
of the car and promote rusting. Areas of the
country with high humidity have great po-
tential for rust problems, especially where
salt is used on roads or there is moist sea
air. Industrial pollution (fallout) may also
damage paint and promote rusting.

Preventive maintenance

The following procedures are necessary to
help protect against rusting. Refer also to
the terms and conditions of the Perforation
Warranty described in the warranty book-
let.

1 Wash the car frequently, and wax at
least twice a year. Under adverse con-
ditions, where there is a rapid buildup
of dirt, sand or road salt, wash your car

at least once a week. After extreme ex-
posure to salted snow or slush, evi-
denced by a white film on the car, wash
the car immediately.

Frequent washing will prevent paint
damage from acid rain and other air-
borne contaminants such as tree sap
and bird droppings. If any of these con-
taminants are noticed on the car the fin-
ish should be washed immediately.

. Begin washing by rinsing the entire car
with water to loosen and flush off heavy
concentrations of dirt (include the under-
body).

. Sponge the car with a solution of either
a good quality car soap or mild general
purpose (dish washing) detergent and
water.

. Rinse car thoroughly with clean water.

. After washing, check and clear all drains
in doors and body panels.

. Wipe the car dry, preferably using a
chamois.

2 Clean the underside of the car dur-
ing the winter. Use high pressure wa-
ter to clean the car's underside (floor
panels, wheel wells) at least at mid-
winter and in the spring.

3 Inspect the car frequently for leaks
or damage, and arrange for needed
repairs promptly. After washing or af-
ter heavy rain, check for leaks. When
washing the car inspect body surfaces
for paint damage.

While checking for leaks, lift the floor
mats and check beneath them. Water
can collect in these areas and remain
for prolonged periods. Dry any wet ar-
eas including the floor mats. Have leaks
repaired as soon as possible.

Use touchup paint to repair small
scratches or minor finish damage. Ar-
eas where metal is exposed will rust
quickly and MUST be repaired immedi-
ately by touch-up or professional re-
painting. Rust must be removed, the
bare metal primed and painted. Major
body damage should be repaired imme-
diately and new panels or exposed ar-
eas should be undercoated with anti-
corrosion meterial.

Repairs of this type are the owner’s re-
sponsibility and are not covered under
warranty.

Inspect the undercoating and touch
up if necessary. Pay particular atten-
tion to the fenders and wheel housings,
which are exposed to abrasion by flying
gravel, etc. If the composition has worn
or flaked off, the steel must be thor-
oughly cleaned and dried before a fresh
coat is applied. The cleaning is best
done with a scraper and a steel wire
brush, followed by washing with sol-
vent. Apply the new coating thinly, as
otherwise it may run off or fall off when

dry.












Maintenance and owner assistance 95

Break-in service

Service record retention

Service instruction coupons and record
stubs are provided in the Saab Warranties
& Service Record Booklet which accompa-
nies this Owner’s Manual. The coupons are
arranged in the order that normal service
should be performed. The edge of each
coupon is shaded to correspond to the type
of service point:

e Striped - "First Service”

e Blue - Oil change/safety inspection
service

e Black - Major service

When scheduled services are performed,
your dealer will tear out the applicable cou-
pon and use it to check off the operations
performed and enter it into the service file
at the dealership. The servicing dealer’s
stamp, along with the date and mileage at
which the service was done, should be en-
tered on the corresponding stub which re-
mains in your booklet. The booklet is your
permanent record of the services per-
formed. It also includes a log sheet for un-
scheduled repairs.

It is advisable to retain receipts and, if pos-
sible, copies of shop work orders for all ser-
vice and repair work, wherever performed.

Service costs

Dealer pricing practices and labor for ser-
vice work vary. Saab’s recommended ser-
vice times for each service point do not in-
clude the labor required to replace wear
items, such as wiper blades, brake pads or
tires. Nor is labor to perform other service
or repairs found to be necessary as a result
of the safety inspections included in these
times. Additional labor and parts will be
charged for such work when necessary, ex-
cept as covered under an applicable Saab
warranty or optional extended service con-
tract. Transmission fluid changes or sus-
pension alignment, when necessary, are
also additional.

Dealer charges for general shop material,
regulated hazardous waste removal, recy-
cling expenses or other operation costs
may also be applied to service and repair
invoices and are apt to vary by dealer and
locality.

Owner assistance

Warranties and Service problem
assistance

For complete information about all applica-
ble warranties, including the New Car War-
ranty, Perforation Warranty, Vehicle Emis-
sion Warranty and Emission Perforation
Warranty, consult the Warranties & Service
Record Booklet which accompanies this
Owner’'s Manual. It also contains owner as-
sistance information including Saab Road-
side Assistance. If the booklet is lost or
misplaced, a new one may be ordered
through a Saab dealer or by contacting the
importer.

In the U.S. there is a national Customer As-
sistance Center at Saab Cars USA, Inc.
The toll-free number to call from all 50
states is 1-800-955-9007. (Puerto Rico is
handled by an independent importer). See
your Warranties & Service Record Booklet
for additional information on owner assis-
tance.

In Canada, please call the Saab Customer
Assistance Centre at 1-800-263-1999.

A list of authorized Saab sales and service
dealers is available for those planning to
travel in the United States and Canada.
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Change of Address Notification

Two change of address cards are provided
at the end of the Warranties & Service
Record Booklet. Knowing your current ad-
dress allows Saab to contact you in the
event of a recall or service campaign.
Please help us keep our record up to date
for your own peace of mind.

Service information

Factory Service Manuals for the Saab 900
and 9000 car lines can be ordered through
the dealer. These are comprehensive man-
uals comprised of several sections in mul-
tiple ring-type binders, geared to use by
professional technicians. Sections may be
ordered individually. Consult your Saab
dealer for prices and for a listing of avail-
able sections to your model.

Reporting safety
defects (U.S.A.)

If you believe that your vehicle has a defect
which could cause a crash or could cause
injury or death, you should immediately in-
form the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) in addition to noti-
fying Saab Cars USA, Inc.

If NHTSA receives similar complaints, it
may open an investigation, and if it finds
that a safety defect exists in a group of ve-
hicles, it may order a recall and remedy
campaign. However, NHTSA cannot be-
come involved in individual problems be-
tween you, your dealer, or Saab Cars USA,
Inc.

To contact NHTSA, you may either call the
Auto Safety Hotline toll-free at 1-800-424-
9393 (or 366-0123 in Washington D.C.
area) or write to: NHTSA, U.S. Department
of Transportation, Washington, D.C.
20590. You can also obtain other informa-
tion about motor vehicle safety from the
Hotline.

Reporting Safety
Defects to the
Canadian government

If you live in Canada, and believe that your
vehicle has a safety defect, you should im-
mediately notify Transport Canada, in ad-
dition to notifying General Motors of Can-
ada Ltd.

You may write to Transport Canada at Box
8880, Ottawa, Ontario, K1G 3J2.

In addition to notifying Transport Canada in
a situation like this, we certainly hope you
will notify us. In Canada, please call our
customer assistance centre at 1-800-263-
1999.

Or write:

General Motors of Canada Limited
Customer Assistance Centre,
1908 Colonel Sam Drive,
Oshawa, Ontario, L1H 8P7.



Maintenance and owner assistance 97

Saab Recommended Maintenance Program,
900 Models (U.S. & Canada)

, ., « ¥ ¥ ® ®# © F ¥ 2 ¥ &
Vilos = U8, Cars = B a8 aB uB sE a2 B 58 o 2B
Kilometers = Canadian Cars %g %g §§ §§ §§ gg %é §§ §§ §§ g?
soirs— [1[ Je[ [o[ Ts[ [e] [e[ [[ To[ [o] To[ "]
Engine and engine compartment
E |Engine oil and filter (a.) ] [ ] | | ] ] | | |
R |Engine coolant freezing point and level S O @) ) &) ) O © O
R Engine coolant flush and replace - - -
(max 3-year intervals)
R |Engine cooling system, hoses and cap O O O (@)
R |Drive belts; tension and condition 9) (@) ®) o) %) @) u @) O @) @)
E |Distributor cap and rotor O
E |Spark plug wires; condition and resistance @) @)
E |Spark plugs m ] u

*

For vehicles certified for sale and registered in California, these are the minimum required Emission Control System maintenance steps. Saab urges that all
recommended maintenance procedures be performed according to this program.

(a.) Engine oil and filter should be changed at least once a year. Intermediate oil and filter changes (halfway between indicated intervals) suggested for cars
primarily used for driving in dense city traffic or for repeated short trip operation without sufficient warm up.

** Service intervals: Refer to the Warranties & Service Record Book for service intervals beyond 105,000 miles.

Application/type of service (col.1) Service Procedure
E = emission service O = checl/adjust
R = regular maintenance B = replace
A = clean/lubricate
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Kilometers = Canadian Cars %i %g §§ i% §§ Eg gé gs‘i §§ g'\f{‘: §§
sove o] [ [2[ Js] [+[ [s[ Te[ [-] [e[ [o] To[ I"]

Engine and engine compartment (continued)

E |Crankcase ventilation and vacuum lines ®)] O

Evaporative emission system including filler cap,
E . . ' ®; @)
vapor lines, EVAP canister and canister purge valve

R |Fuel lines; leaks and condition O ®) O

E |Fuel filter | |

E |Air cleaner element | L] H

R | Exhaust system and mountings; leaks and condition O D) O O © O @) O O O @)
Electrical system

R |Battery; check electrolyte level, clean and grease terminals | O @) O O O O @) O O @) O

R |Headlamp and fog lamp alignment O O Q

R |Head, fog, brake, tail, turn signal, backup and marker lamps | O O O O O O O O @) (®) O
Transmission

R [Automatic transmission, change fluid and clean filter (b.) L | ] o

R |Gearbox oil level (manual and automatic) O @) O @) O O O @) @) O @)

R |Final drive oil level (automatic transmission) O O @) O ®) O @) O O @) ®

R |Outer and inner drive joint boots @) ®) @) O O B (@) O O @ O

(b.) Change automatic transmission fluid and filter at more frequent intervals (20,000, 50,000, 80,000 miles, etc.) if car is driven in dense city traffic where the
outside temperature regularly reaches 90° F or higher, or if the car is used for trailer towing.
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Service Interval **
Miles = U.S. Cars
Kilometers = Canadian Cars

5,000
(8,000 km)

(24,000 km)

25,000
(40,000 km)

35,000
(56,000 km)

65,000
(104,000 km)
75,000
85,000
(136,000 km)
(152,000 km)
105,000
(168,000 km)

Service # ‘

-

N

—!

15,000

w

»H

o 45,000
L {(72,000 km)

o 55,000
I 1(88,000 km)

= (95,000

o

(120,000 km)

S—
~
©

—
—_
=

©

Chassis

R

Hand brake cable adjustment

o)

Ball joint clearance, outer and inner steering
joints and rubber boots

O

O
)

Front suspension, rear axle mountings; retighten

O

Shock absorbers and bushes; tightness and condition

Tire pressure; tread depth and wear

(c)

Rotate tires front to rear

Brake pads and discs; wear and condition

Brake lines and hoses

Brake fluid level and renewal (max. 2—year intervals)

I (D |V ||V (DV|T|D

Power steering fluid level

CI0I0I0I0I0

O 000100

O0I0|0|0 O

OI0I0I010 0
O10|I010]0 |0
O 0010100
OI0I0I0I0|0
OO0 |0

pe)

Front wheel alignment: camber, caster and toe-in

O0|m|OJ0[O 0|0

O0m|O|00|0|0
Ol0m|O|0|0|0|0

(c.) Check wheel alignment if irregular or premature tire wear is apparent.
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= = = = = € € € € €
Service Interval ** E £ € 5 = E é é § § O§
Miles = U.S. Cars o a8 o8 o8 o8 o8 al o8 o8 o8 S8
. 4 o3 o3 (o353 o3 S8 S3 oS o o o =}
Kilometers = Canadian Cars Cﬁg §>§ Eg E’.g gg Eg Eé E'g_j E‘é ;‘g g é
C sovers [ [ [2[ o] T] To[ Te[ IT Te] To] Jo[ I"]
Body
R |Door hinges, stops and locks A
R |Latches for the top (Convertible); grease as necessary A A
R |Airbag system (check after 10 years)
Road test
|_R |Check performance of drive train, steering and brakes and Ol IOI |O| IOI lOI IOI IO| IOI |Ol \OI IO

verify tire balance. Check function of instruments and
controls, including horn, windshield wipers, cruise control
and climate system. Note any noises or problems for
correction.
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Service station
information

To open heood:

Pull hood release lever (located under
left side of instrument panel). Press the
front edge of hood down slightly and re-
lease safety catch. Allow front of hood to
rise and mmove forward, then tilt entire
hood forwa rd.

To close hood tilt rearward and reverse
the above procedure. (Close slowly until
safety catch engages, then push firmly to
latch.)

To remove= ignition key:

Engage Resverse (manual) or Park (au-
tomatic) ared turn key to "L" (lock). Key
switch is lo<cated on center console.

Recommemnded fuel:

Except for special performance Turbo
models, un leaded, minimum octane ra-
ting 87 or higher.

Special performance Turbo models use
Premium fuel only.

Engine Oil :

The level of oil in the engine must be kept
between the MAX and MIN marks on the
dipstick. TOp up, as necessary, with oil
meeting the following SAE viscosity and
API service classes:

Service SG and CCMC G4/G5. Visco-
sity:

SAE 10W/30, 10W/40, 5W/30, 5W/40.

Gearbox Oil:

Manual - SAE 10W-30, SAE 10W-40 or
SAE EP 75, API GL-4 or GL-5

Automatic - Ford spec M2C-33F/G
Final Drive (Automatic): SAE EP 80, API
GL-4 or GL-5 or SAE 10W-30

Engine coolant:

Saab brand coolant (BASF G-48) mixed
with clean fresh water (minimum 50%
glycol in mix year round).

Power Steering:

Use only "GM Specification Power Stee-
ring Fluid” (GM 9985919, Texaco TL
4634 or equivalent.) Do not use ATF.

Tires:
Pressures: See page 110.

Do not tighten wheel nuts with an impact
wrench.

Tune-up information:

See Vehicle Emission Control Informa-
tion label, left front inner fender.

Towing disabled vehicle: T
See recommendations on page 61.

CAUTION:The multiport fuel injection sy-
stem should be adjusted or serviced only
with the proper tools and according to pr-
escribed procedures and only by quali-
fied persons skilled in Saab Fuel In-
jection servicing.

Fuel lines must never be cut or spliced
and all connections must be properly tor-
qued on reassembly. Tampering with the
multiport fuel injection system or Turbo-
charger (if equipped) may void warranty
coverage of affected components.
When welding on vehicle, disconnect the
generator (alternator), the battery and
the control module for the SRS if so
equipped. Avoid the plastic fuel tank and
lines and all flammable materials.
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